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BARNUM MAY 2-13, 1974 

REE: STATE 067357 

1 . UNDERSECRETARY BARNUM MEETING WITH ERENCH COUNTER- 
PART WOULD MEAN CALL ON SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT 
ACHILLE-FOULD. HOWEVER, ACHILLE-EOULD'S CABINET 
PREFERS NOT SCHEDULE ANY SUCH APPOINTMENT IN VIEW 
INTERIM STATUS OE PRESENT FRENCH GOVERNMENT PENDING 
ELECTION OF NEW PRESIDENT. HENCE, THEY WISH 
UNDERSECRETARY BARNUM'S VISIT TO BE UNOFEICIAL 

IN SENSE OF NO CALLS AT MOT. HOWEVER, THEY WELCOME 
HIS VISIT OE FRENCH TRANSPORT FACILITIES AND ARE 
PREPARED TO ASSIST WITH ARRANGEMENTS. 

2. EMBASSY IN TURN HAS SERIOUS RESERVATIONS ABOUT 
WISDOM OF VISIT AT THIS TIME TO AEROSPATIALE TO 

SEE CONCORDE. FUTURE OF CONCORDE PROGRAM IS STILL 
SUBJECT OF HIGHLY DELICATE NEGOTIATION BETWEEN 
FRENCH AND BRITISH GOVERNMENTS, WITH CONTINUATION 
OF TALKS POSTPONED UNTIL NEW FRENCH GOVERNMENT 
FORMED AFTER PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. IN MEANTIME, 
AEROSPATIALE HAS ANNOUNCED CUTBACK IN EMPLOYMENT 
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TRADE UNIONS IN TOULOUSE IN DEFENSE OE CONCORDE. 

THEN THERE IS PENDING USG ISSUANCE OF SST NOISE AND 
ENGINE EMISSION NPRM'S. ALL THESE FACTORS LEAD US 
TO CONSIDER THAT VISIT TO AEROSPATIALE AT THIS 
JUNCTURE BY SENIOR DOT OFFICIAL WOULD LEND ITSELE TO 
MISINTERPRETATIONS THAT COULD BE EMBARRASSING TO US. 
FRENCH, OF COURSE, WOULD BE LIKELY TO WANT TO GIVE 
VISIT MAXIMUM PUBLICITY FOR REASONS OF THEIR OWN 
AND PRESS WOULD BE CERTAIN TO BE IN ATTENDANCE. 
EMBASSY THEREFORE RECOMMENDS AGAINST AEROSPATIALE 
VISIT. 

3. PARIS AIRPORT AUTHORITY IS ORGANIZING VISIT 

OF CHARLES DE GAULLE AIRPORT FOR MORNING OF MAY 9 
AND HAS INVITED UNDERSECRETARY AND PARTY TO LUNCH 
THAT DAY. PARIS AIRPORT AUTHORITY INFORMS US THAT 
WHILE DOT GRUMMAN GULFSTREAM COULD LAND AT CDG, 

NEW AIRPORT IS REALLY NOT WELL ORGANIZED FOR SERVICING 
AIRCRAFT OF THAT SIZE. WOULD BE MORE CONVENIENT 
IF AIRCRAFT WERE TO LAND AT LE BOURGET AND REMAIN 
THERE. (CDG AIRPORT IS ONLY ABOUT TEN MINUTES DISTANT 
BY CAR FROM LE BOURGET.) OTHERWISE, AIRCRAFT AFTER 
LANDING AT CDG TO DISCHARGE UNDERSECRETARY'S PARTY 
WOULD PROBABLY HAVE TO BE MOVED TO LE BOURGET. 

PLEASE ADVISE WHETHER WE SHOULD PLAN FOR ARRIVAL 
LE BOURGET OR CDG AIRPORT AND ALSO INDICATE ETA 
MAY 9. 

4. PLANNING IS UNDERWAY FOR VISITS TO AEROTRAIN 
AND TO PARIS SUBWAY SYSTEM. 

5. EOR AUTHORIZATION LAND AT MILITARY AIREIELD 

AT ORLEANS FOR AEROTRAIN VISIT, ERENCH AUTHORITIES 
REQUIRE ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS, I.E., AIRCRAET 
REGISTRY AND NAMES OF ALL PASSENGERS AND CREW. 

6. UPON RECEIPT OF UNDERSECRETARY BARNUM'S REACTION 
TO THIS MESSAGE, EMBASSY WILL FIRM UP DRAFT PROGRAM 
WITH FRENCH AND CABLE IT FOR DOT FINAL APPROVAL. 

7. HOTEL RESERVATIONS CONFIRMED AS REQUESTED AT 
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